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In the claims: 



1. (Original) A restrain^cmtrol module (RCM) for a vehicle 
comprising: / ^ ^ 

a memory device for storing a deployment^me of a deployment event; 

and 

a controller electrically coupled to^aid memory device, said controller 
determining when to deploy a restr^t and storing said deployment time, 

2. (Amended) X rpstraints^p riffffnl module (RCM) for a vehicle 
comprising: 

a TTi^mnry device for storing a de ployment time of a deployment even t; 

and 





* r^trnlW Electrically coupled to said memory device, said controller 
determining when to deploy a restraint an d storing said deployment time; 

A modulo a: in dcmn 1 iirhrrrtn said controller stores in said memory 
device a deploymen t time comprising a^Icant one ofi start time, duration, an d 
end time* 

3- (Ori; 
in said memory 




wherein said controller stores 
ig to said deployment time. 



Tespon^iin 

4. (Amended) A restraints control modu le fRCNfl for a vehicle 
comprising: 

a mgmorv device/for storing a deployment ti me of a deployment event; 

i^ /electrically cou^gd -to-said-^ € 
[g pfoTa restraint, storing 



aemory device, said controller 
ng said deployment time, and 
storing in said memory device a fai^-time corre sponding to said deployment 
time: and 



a controller/electricallv coupled 
determining wnen 1 
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A umiak 1= in il. i im ?J-^« nnmpririn^ comparator electrically 
coupled to said controller, said comparator comparing said deployment time 
with a fault time and deterrlulung^^^ corresponds with said 

deployment time. 

5. (Original) A module as in^claim 4 further comprising an 
indicator electrically coupled to ^aid^ontroller and indicating when a 
deployment time corresponds with* fault time. 

6. (Original) Amodule as Jn_claim-§. wherein said indicator 



comprises at least oneoffa puls^g^icator, a light bjllb, an LED, a fluorescent 
light, an audible sig^>^aTsignal, a 7-segment/display, an analog gage, a 
digital meter, a video system, and a hazard light 

7. (Amended) A restraints control modu lo (RCM) for a vehicle 

comprising: A 

a mpmorv device for storing a d eployment time of a deployment event; 



* rrmfrnllBr electrically coupled t o said memory device, said controller 
determining when to deplov a restraint an d storinfrsaid deployment time; and 

A module a/ln cl a im 1 fnrtn^^r^r"""^" indicator electrically 
coupled to said coftrxdlerfSud indicator continuously indicating that the RCM 
has been on a vehicle that has been involved in.a collision, until such time when 
the RCM is serviced or replaced. 

8. (Amended) A restraints control mo dule fRCMI for a vehicle 

comprising: / 

a memory device fofstoring a deployment time of a deployment event; 

a controller ele&tricalh 



Suoled to said'memorv devic e r said controller 
determining when to deploy a restraint and'storing said deployment time? and 
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A module ac i n claim 1 f^a(^compris i n S -an indicator electrically 
coupled to said controller, said irioicator permanently indicating that the RCM 
has been on a vehicle that ha^eeii^^e^^c^isiou. 

9. (Amended) A restraints rnntrol modu lp for a vehicle 

comprising: / 

a memory device for storing .a^eplovmen t time of a deployment event; 

and / 

a controller electrically rnii pled^Q-sa Sdnttemorv device, said controller 
,Wrmminff when to Hppfnva rese nt and storing/ said deployment time; 

A modulo aqjp cTr>1rn 1 iirhrrrin said controller stores in said memory 
device a restraint power draw value duringsaid deployment event. 

10. (Amended) A restraints control modu le tRCMl for a vehicle 

comprising: / 

a ntpmorv device for storfa ff a depl oyment time of a deployment event; 

and ^ 

a mntrnller electrically coupled to said memory device, said controller 
determining when to deplov a Testrain^ dstorfi\gs&ri deployment time; 

A module ac'fri chim 1 rrnfrriri information stored in said memory device 
is uneraseable, un^etteble/^idTOOverwritabley 



11. (Amended) A restraints corttrol mo dule (RCM) for a vehicle 

comprising: / 

a memory devke for storing deployment time of a deployment event; 

and 

a controller electrically coupled to sajdrroe morv device, said controller 
determining when to deploy a restraintand sta^inp said deployment time; 

A modulo as jrj^iin'l^herem^h^ stores RCM operating time 

in said stored device. 
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12. (Original) A restra^ontrol module (RCM) for a vehicle 
comprising: 

an indicator; 

a memory device for storing a de^nent start time of a deployment 
event; and 

a controller electrically coupled to said indicator and said memory device, 
said controller determiiung/<d^tc^$lo^ restraint and storing said 
deployment start time aijdjiuration in said memory device; 
said controller storing a fault time in sai^fnernory device and signaling said 
indicator when said fault time corresponds to said deployment start time and 
duration. / 

/ 

13. (Amended) A module as in claim ±112 wherein said indicator 
continuously indicating tha/the RCM has been on a vehicle that has been 
involved in a collision. 

14. (Amended) A module as in claim 4112 further comprising a 
comparator electafcally cou^.to^o r cor^roller / said comparator comparing 
said deploymen/time^m^fault time and/determining whether said fault time 
corresponds with said deployment tirne^ 

15. (Amended) A module as in claim 4A12 wherein information stored 
in said memory device is unsaleable, unresettable, and unoverwritable. 

16. (Original) / A method of time stamping and indicating a 
deployment event within an automotive vehicle having a RCM, said method 
comprising: 




sensing a col 

generating a coUision^ignal in response to said collision; 
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deploying a restraint in response to said collision signal; and 

storing a deployment 

17. (Amended) A method </ Hms stamping and indicating a 
de ployment ev™* within an a iitnmnlive vehicle having a RCM r said method 

comprising: 

sensing a collision 





generating a colHsitHfsipial in response to said collision: 
de ploying a restraint in response to'said collision signal; and 
storing a deployment time; / 

A method 33 in rhim y*&*"»-*~ storing a deployment time comprises 
storing a deploymen t time cpmprism g at leant one oft b l arl time, duration, n n ri 
end time. 

18. (Amended) A method ^ of—time stamping and indicating a 
deployment event C ^hra-fln^mtop 
comprising: 

sensing a collision; 

ffonerating a collision signal in response to said collision; 

de ploying a restraint in resp lmse to said collision signal; 

/ 

storing a deployment time; and 

A muho d n o in cl f firri 1 * t U \r ^vT^^^^ An Air,iitin ^ whether the RCM 



has been on a vehicle rhaVKas been involved in a collision^wherein said 



indication is lmeraseapleTimresettablefand xmoverwritable, 



19. (Original) 
fault time. 



'method as in claim 15 further comprising storing a 
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20. (Amended) A method of Hme stamper and indicating a 
de ployment event ^ may ****** v^ide haw a KCM, said method 

comprising: 

sensing a collision; 

gyratin g a collision signal in re4 n,1flP said collision; 
^pplnyinp ; a restraint in respo nse to said collision signal; 






storing a deployment time; 

/ 

storing a fault time:<and 

A- mothod as i/ claim 19Jurtho^ when said 

deployment time zo^^^sr<^^^ faulyime. 

21. (Amended) A method o f f time stamping and indicating a 
deployment e*™t within an automotive vehicle having a RCM, said meth o d 
comprising: 

sensing a collision; 

generating a collision^ignal in re sponse to said collision; 

de ploying a restraint in response to sai d collision signal; 

/ 

storing a deployment time; 
/ 

storing a fault time; and 

iflQ further coaiprising - i ndicating cause of said fault 



22. (Amended) A method of time stamping and indicating_a 
deployment event within an automotiv e vehicle having a RCM, said method 

comprising: 

sensing a collision/ 




generating ^^^ion^ipial inresponse to sai d collision; 
deploying a restraint in response to said coll ision signal; 
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ftfrrrring a deploygrait timejarid 

A method as^^TTs" furtb n ^omprining s taring restraint power draw 
during the deployment event, 

23. (A^^y A method nf Hme stamping and indicating a 
de ployment ev^^tMn.^ ^ having a RCM, said method 

comprising: 

sensin g a collision; 

generatin g a caflWon signal in response to said collision; 
df^lovini^^ said collision signal; 




storin g a deplo^nmtjdfltg; an d 

Ar mcthod as iodadm 15 juxttfcr comprioing continuously indicating a fault 
in response to the deployrru 
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